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Students Not Open to Admissions 


DAN POSTMA 

They probably should 
have seen it coming. Repre- 
from a Redeemer 
committee examining a more 
open admissions policy were 
surprised at a student forum 
on March 27, where a group of 


sentatives 


students had a series of tough 
questions and suspicious de- 
nouncements that exhibited 
little support and much con- 
cern. At one point, the faculty 
representatives, 
Cooper, Dean Schat and Dr. van 
Dijk, asked for a show of hands 
indicating support for the pro- 
posal; there was precious little 
activity from the crowd of 25 
students. In fact, 


President 


over the 
course of an hour and a half, 
only a couple of student com- 
ments about the proposal were 
positive 

Much the 
seemed to be in the motivation 


of concern 
of debating this issue at this 
particular time. In his opening 
remarks, Dr. Cooper explained 
that the school is not throwing 
its doors open to everyone who 
meets the academic require- 
ment of 60-70% in high school. 


Andy, Jan, Matt, and Ben- these 


The focus is more on what he 
calls “seekers”: students from 
non-Christian backgrounds, 
who are not professing Chris 
tians, but have an interest in 
the faith, and a willingness to 
respect the mission of the 
school. According to Dr. Cooper, 
the primary reason for debat- 
“We 
don’t screen students that care 
fully now. We already have 
students here that don’t care 
fac 


ing the issue is honesty: 


about our mission; some 
ulty say if we’re really going to 
be honest, we should interview 
these students, and if they don’! 
show interest in the mission 
show them the door.” 
Many students did 
buy this explanation. A 
number of comments reflected 
the opinion that there is an 
other side to this story 
namely, Redeemer’s applica 


not 


tion to the Ontario College o! 
Teachers. Dr. Cooper insisted 
that the issue was first intr: 


duced over a year ago, well 


“before our applicatien to the 


OCT, when it was noticed that 
85% of Christian colleges and 


universities across North 


it 


men of steel sure sang a super song at Coffee House! 


America have more open ad- 
mission than 
Redeemer. 

However, he admitted 
that the application is why the 
issue has been brought up 
again this year. He explained 
that the OCT is going to ask if 
Redeemer is open to consider- 
ing admission to a variety of 
people. Then he clarified, “It’s 
not the tail wagging the dog; 
the issue has simply been re- 
visited of the 
application.” Even after admit- 
ting that the OCT is influencing 
the debate, there was confu- 
sion soon after, when Mark 
Stahle asked if this proposal | 
was related to more govern- 
méntal control. Cooper replied, 
“There is absolutely no exter- 
nal pressure at all, no strings 
attached to this from outside. 
Were considering this because 
wé have learned that many 
other Christian institutions do 
this with great results.” 

Students also repeatedly 
Rpressed their concern about 
what opportunities would be 
opened to seekers upon admit- 


policies 


because 
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JAMIE VREKEN 


Karmyn’ s Coffee House 


-ALL 


KARRIE 2 

ie last coffee house of the 
school year at Redeemer was 
certainly not the least. It was 
hosted by next year’s Activities 
Coordinator, Karmyn 
Giesbrecht, who provided fun 
and creative games to fill the 
gaps between performers 
Though we all wish that Gene 
Haas were there proving his 
talent Al 
Yankovic songs, there were still 
a variety of music stylings. 
Musical and dramatic talent 
definitely flourish at Redeemer. 


singing Weird 


The evening commenced 
with the ever-popular band 
Special Guest playing two 
songs. This talented band is 
very diverse in switching roles, 
playing with different instru- 
ments and musicians, and 
seems to have a ceaseless fol- 
lowing. Following this, Lisa 
Vander Woude (piano) and Ben 
Goheen (cello) accompanied 


Richard Oosterhoff’s singing of 
[he Superman Song (Crash Test 
Dummies). Not only is Ben 
Goheen an amazing cellist, but 
he also went on to sing a 
cappella in a quartet along with 
Matt McKenna, lan Cubitt, and 
Andy de Voogd 

For a break in the music, 
Timothy Fransky and Darry! 
Marissen provided an intelli- 
gent and humorous drama 
presentation. After they were 
done “clowning around,” the 
next Goheen took the stage 
with a musical presentation. 
Erin Goheen played an eleetric 
violin, with Jeff 
Timmermans the har- 
monica, and _ accordion 
interludes featuring Justin 
Renkema. The playful country 
themed music was a unique 
and uplifting change. Speaking 
of authentic songs, Maria Van 
Huizen and Rhonda Elgersma 
composed some comical little 
ditties about Redeemer life and 
the memories they have had 


along 
on 


Yes, all Redeemer students in- 
deed affected by the 
internet's unpredictability. The 
song about Joyce (the statue), 
along with the slide presenta 
tion, was especially hilarious 
and appreciated by all, though 
thanks to Ren Van Oord it was 
family viewing! The 


are 


for 
games were fun, and the music 
had a good variety. The prizes 
games were 


not 


awarded for the 
very unique, howl you could 
‘ay outdated! We greatly an- 
ticipate Karmyn’s creativity in 
adding flair to our campus 
events next year. 

Perhaps there could be 
ome improvement on the juice 
for coffee house. It tasted a lit- 
tle like it was fermenting. | am 
sure that the coffee was the 
usual, but perhaps there could 
be a little more variety! For all 
in attendance, it was a good 
time and definitely one of the 
best coffee houses of the year. 
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| JAMES BRINK 
Somewhere a war is 
raging 
An ocean crushes its own 


| bed 


Robert Kroetsch, read- 
ing these lines at Redeemer last 
Thursday, might have been 
talking about the post-9/11 
| events in Afghanistan, the 
| Middle-East, or any place 
where the term “humankind” 
has become an oxymoron. Yet 
in the rest of the poem we dis- 
cover that he sits in his kitchen 
drinking a cup of coffee. He 
watches the bending of his el- 
bow as he lifts the cup to his 
mouth. We see the vision clos- 
ing in froma global scope to the 
regional, and tightening again 
to the intimate and subjective. 

Kroetsch, winner of the 
Governor-General’s award, is 
by no means indifferent to the 
furies unfolding around the 
globe. He just doesn’t “feel 
qualified to deal with huge 
events.” It is the close and per- 
| sonal situation that enables the 
individual to find meaning and 
interpret the world, Kroetsch 
believes “fiercely in what 
William Carlos Williams calls 


, 


| ‘local pride.” 
“Local” for the distin- 
| guished but down-to-earth 
novelist and poet is his birth- 
place in Heisler, Alberta, 
though he now resides in Vic- 
toria, B.C. While attending 
university for nine years in 
both Alberta and lowa and 
teaching at S.U.N.Y. in 
Binghamton, he realized that 
there were no stories about 
growing up in Alberta and set 
out to remedy the deficiency. It 
is his novel The Studhorse Man 
Governor-Gener- 


| that won the 
al’s award for fiction. 

Asa poet, Kroetsch was 
a late-bloomer. One of his ear- 
liest ventures into the field was 
a result of receiving a copy of 
his grandfather's ledger, re- 
cording the financial 
transactions of the family 
flourmill. Looking through the 
columns of assets, expenses, 
and accounts, Kroetsch noticed 
that its form was very poetic. 
Thus began his interest in 
“found poetry,” that is, taking 
material from a non-literary 
source and putting it in a liter- 
ary context to give it new 
meaning. 

The seed catalogue is an- 
other example of found poetry. 


Finding the Haystack 


General Senator 


CHRIS POT 
Adam Brittain and and Rosanna Hessels rockin’ out in the front 


Through the ages, the classic 
poets have written about gar- 
dens: trees, flowers, the scented 
blossoms. How does the con- 
temporary poet compete with 
Shakespeare and Milton? Well, 
says Kroetsch, why don’t we 
just vary the subject? Very few 
people have written about red 
cabbages, or hoeing weeds in 
vegetable gardens. By discov- 
ering these fresh and untried 
angles, we can add our own 
voices to the traditional narra- 
tives. 

Itis Kroetsch’s approach 
to these “inherited narratives” 
that has earned him a reputa- 
tion as postmodern. “As poets,” 
he says, “we are putting things 
in order and how we do it 
changes the story a great deal.” 
Thus, Kroetsch is reluctant to 
give precedence to his own 
voice in his poetry. He attempts 
to make his poems polyphonies, 
allowing many voices to speak, 
whether of the seed catalogue 
or his mother. 

Some may wonder 
whether this approach dimin- 
ishes the originality of the 
poetry. Kroetsch would say 
that we misconstrue the nature 
of creativity. No one can be 
truly original. Rather, writers 
give expression to their accu- 
mulated experience. Kroetsch 
argues that the things we can 
trace in our lives remain as 
traces in us, and become the 
raw material for our creative 
endeavors, 

Asaresult, the acknowl- 
edgement of “inherited 
narratives” becomes very im- 
portant. The rigid construction 
of gender roles on the prairies 
(men stay out of the flower gar- 
den!), the urban environment 
of the current generation, and 
our ideas about the natural 
world and its development all 
go into the construction of our 
personal narratives. 

Unlike more extreme 
forms of postmodernism, 
Kroetsch’s approach does not 
advocate the overthrow of our 
histories. We must uncover 
them, but we also have to real- 
ize that shared narratives help 
us to communicate with oth- 
ers. Says Kroetsch, “If you 
accept the narrative you van- 
ish into it; if you reject it, you 
vanish also.” The poet must 
walk a fine line between un- 
questioningly accepting her 
traditions, and throwing them 
out altogether, thereby making 
herself incomprehensible. 
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Students Not Open to Admissions cont’d 


tance. This was particularly 
evident when Dr. Cooper sug- 
gested that seekers may not be 
allowed to live in residence, ex- 
plaining that on the basis of 
constructive participation, 
“Just like someone who is a 
practicing Christian but a real 
pain cannot live in residence; 
we would not inflict a non- 
Christian student on 7 other 
people.” This was immediately 
met with the question, “If stu- 
dents are coming here, but 
can’t live in dorms, why would 
they come? If we've got such a 
great community, why are we 
not allowing them to be in the 
community?” 

Cooper replied, “There’s 
no intent to back off from our 
character. We intend to remain 
in-your-face, Christ-centred 
Christians. ...our challenge is to 
accept people who say ‘Yes, I 
understand that, I accept that, 
and I still want to be here.’” 

Related to the issue of 
presence in the community, 
many questions were raised 
about seekers holding leader- 
ship positions in the student 
body. In addition to the possi- 
bility of being denied 
on-campus residence, it was 
also suggested that seekers 
might not be allowed to hold 
such positions. Rachel Wires 
asked, “If we tell seekers they 
are not allowed to lead Senate, 
Church in the Box, or other 
things, are we stunting their 
growth as Christians?” 

Dr. Cooper replied, “That 
would call them second-class 
students.” He then, however, 
went on to say, “They could still 
sing in the choir, act in the 
plays, etc. That sounds like dis- 
crimination, which is 
something our society doesn’t 
like, but we need to be dis- 
criminatory.” Dean Schat 
agreed: “[A seeker] would need 
to understand before he/she 
comes that they can’t assume 
these certain positions.” 

Dr. Cooper also clarified 
that, even if seekers were per- 
mitted to pursue such roles in 
the student body, students 
themselves maintain their abil- 
ity to control who leads them. 
“The challenge of discernment 


is in the student body now. ...As 
students choose their leaders 
now, they are choosing people 
who are strong in the faith and 
exemplary in their Christian 
walk,” 

Students also expressed 
grave concern about how this 
could change the Redeemer 
community in the long term. 
Steve Janssen questioned if 
making this change would be 
a breaking of faith with Re- 
deemer’s donors and members, 
wondering if this change 
would result in a decrease of 
funding to the school. Dr. 
Cooper responded, “The ques- 
tion will be asked at the board 
level, if we are going in the 
right direction. Would it be 
breaking trust with the sup- 
porting community? Our sense 
is that’s not how it will be per- 
ceived.” Dr. Van _ Dijk 
commented that a small 
number of seekers would not 
change the complexion of the 
student body as a whole, and 
that the influence is more in the 
faculty than in the students. 
“The character of the school 
depends very, very much on 
the faculty. We will continue to 
be very careful about hiring 
only committed Christians.” 

Dr. Cooper also stressed 
that if the change were made, 
there would be conditions and 
provisos in place such that, in 
a couple of years, the issue 
would be reexamined to see if 
the changes had a positive ef- 
fect. If the changes were 
negative, reversion would be 
considered; in his words, a 
“sunset clause.” 

But then Ian Cubitt 
asked, “What happens if we 
invoke the sunset clause in a 
few years, and our teacher's 
college status is changed?” Dr. 
Cooper responded, “Those are 
defining moments in the life of 
an institution. If our integrity 
is at stake in a few years, and it 
is contrary to our accredita- 
tion, we would go with our 
integrity, no question.” The stu- 
dents at the forum were not 
put at ease by this. In fact, the 
gravest concern of all was the 
nature of the debate itself. 
Though Dr. Cooper insisted that 


no decisions had been made at 
any level, many students were 
concerned that the contrary 
was true, that the debate was 
a formality, and that the stu- 
dents really had no input. 
Janssen commented that the 
debate had a “yes/no mental- 
ity, which makes students 
nervous.” Dave Stienstra 
agreed, “Maybe all these ques- 
tions should not be seen as 
signs to guide us down the road 
towards this change, but as 
signs that maybe this road 
should not be traveled at all.” 

Late in the debate, the 
proposal finally got a small 
measure of student support. 
Rosalee Roth asked, “What are 
we afraid of? ... There might be 
a sharpening of our faiths, a 
weeding out, a separation of 
sheep and goats.” She illus- 
trated that she misses the 
challenges to her faith and the 
sharpening of her words that 
she had in public school. But to 
this, Richard Oosterhoff re- 
plied, “This is a training camp, 
not a battlefield. As a training 
ground, we have to maintain a 
certain amount of a bubble.” 

Rosine Vanderkooy 
summed up the myriad of stu- 
dent concerns expressed at the 
debate in one sentence: “If non- 
Christians came here, it would 
be sharpening for students 
with stronger faith, but sway- 
ing for students with weaker 
faith.” 

In post-forum discus- 
sions, many of these concerns 
were reiterated by students 
who were not at the debate. 
The overwhelming hope was 
that the committee examining 
this issue would treat the de- 
bate as an eye-opener, a loud 
statement that students do not 
support the proposal the way 
it was assumed they would. 
This committee should take a 
big step back to rethink their 
plans. 

Visit www.thecrown, 
for an online discussion on 
admissions policy. 


crown 


Human Life: Dignity or Utility? 


BETH LUCHIES 

“A society is best judged 
by how it treats its most valu- 
able members.” When one 
considers all the horrendous 
things that have occurred in 
the last hundred years to those 
of a different race, religion, or 
ethnicity, it is easy to wonder if 
society has completely de- 
stroyed the belief that life is 
sacred. Now, once again, soci- 
ety is being forced to take a 
stand. Euthanasia and stem cell 
research both operate on the 
basis that some lives are more 
valuable than others, and once 
again the belief that life is sa- 
cred is being questioned. 

On Monday, March 18, 
Joanne Matters from Halton 
Pro-Life, and Camilla 
Gunnarson from Hamilton 
Right to Life presented the facts 
surrounding both euthanasia 
and stem cell research. In re- 
gard to euthanasia, both 
Camilla and Joanne stressed the 
need to break away from the 
euphemisms offered by society. 
The media has softened the re- 
ality of euthanasia by using 
terms such as “mercy killing” 
or “granting relief,” but eutha- 
nasia (and assisted suicide) are 
always about killing another 
person. Whether we're talking 
about the elderly, the mentally 
challenged, or the very young, 
the central argument is the 
same. 

Although euthanasia is 
currently illegal here, Canada 
has still done much to further 
the movement instead of resist- 
ing it. Canada is the proud 
producer of what is called “the 
exit bag,” used to commit sui- 
cide. Produced here in our 
country, this plastic bag is 
shipped around the world, no 
questions asked, for the low, 
low price of about $29.99 and 
comes complete with instruc- 
tions. This is disgraceful 

Euthanasia is founded on 
fear - a fear one will become a 
burden, a fear of abandonment, 


a fear of pain. Instead of affirm- 
ing someone’s worst fears by 
either helping him or her to kill 
him or her self, or by simply 
allowing it to happen, no ques- 
tions asked, we need to start 
caring. This need for compas- 
sion was strongly emphasized 
by both Joanne and Camilla, 
who offered an alternative to 
euthanasia: palliative care. 
Palliative care is concerned 
with relieving the patient's suf- 
fering through medication and 
pain management techniques, 
as well as providing support 
to both the patient and his or 
her family. It can be provided 
at home, in the hospital, or in 
nursing homes, and consists of 
family, friends, healthcare pro- 
fessionals, and volunteers who 
believe that life is sacred, and 
that everyone has the right to 
live with dignity and comfort 
until the very end of life. 
Another upcoming issue 
addressed by Joanne and 
Camilla involves stem cell re- 
search. Stem cells can be 
extracted through cloning, 
from frozen embryos left over 
from InVitro Fertilization, 
from the fetal tissue of aborted 
or stillbirth babies, from em- 
bryos developed for that 
purpose, or from adults. In 
adults, stem cells are found in 
human fat, bone marrow, the 
brain, the placenta, skin, and 
the liver. The problem with 
stem cell research involves 
embryonic stem cell research, 
Extracting stem cells from em- 
bryos, whether frozen or 
cloned, destroys the embryo. 
Although scientists are trying 
to rationalize this destruction 
by comparing an embryo to a 
cell which falls off the skin, it 
still involves a human life, 
They can state that an embryo 
doesn’t really come into exist- 
14 after 
conception (at the time of im 
plantation), but this attempt 
to redefine what it means to be 


ence until days 


human merely cheapens life. 

Not to mention the fact 
that embryonic stem cells do 
not work. They are treated by 
the body as foreign, and have a 
high probability of being re- 
jected. They have never been 
proven successful in the treat- 
ment of any condition, and 
when injected into mice, these 
embryonic stem cells grow into 
tumours. In contrast, the use of 
stem cells from sources other 
than the embryo has proven 
successful for over 20 years. 
Diseases are being cured, and 
have been cured by these adult 
stem cells. They are never re- 
jected, and have been shown to 
be scientifically more success- 
ful than embryonic stem cells. 
They are more readily avail- 
able, and they can become a 
variety of different tissues. 
However, even in the light of 
scientific proof, researchers 
continue to engage in embry- 
onic stem cell research, still 
maintaining that adult stem 
cells are limited in their ability 
to be harvested, and in their 
ability to grow. Still the debate 
continues. 

Currently, the Canadian 
government has provided 
guidelines concerning stem cell 
research. These guidelines al- 
low scientists to receive 
funding for the purpose of con- 
tinuing research on human 
embryos (those left-over from 
IVE ), but don’t allow for hu- 
man cloning or for the creation 
of human embryos strictly for 
the purpose of research. While 
this might seem like a turn for 
the good, in allowing for re- 
search to be conducted on these 
embryos, the government is 


turning life into a commercial- 


ized product. 


The issues surrounding | 


both euthanasia and stem cell 
research force us to ask the 
question, “Is human life valu 
able simply because it’s 
human?” Our answer will pre 


dict the future of this country 


SHANE PENNELLS 

18-year-old Ayat Akhras 
is looking through a crowded 
Jerusalem market. She walks 
around, unnoticed. The super- 
market is crowded, people 
bustle to and fro, oblivious to 
her presence. She slowly says 
a prayer to Allah, asking for a 
blessing as she takes her final 
breath. A second later the 
peaceful market becomes a 
fiery deathtrap. When the 
smoke clears, two are dead and 
thirty are injured, Another sui- 
cide bomber has struck. 


Dying for Life? 


In the past eighteen 
months, there have been close 
to fifty such attacks. From 1993 
to the time peace talks broke 
down in 2000, there were 30 
attacks. To us, the Palestinians 
are becoming an action movie 
cliche... the evil Arab bent on 
destruction. This couldn't be 
farther from the truth. Many 
have adopted a non-violent 
march toward independence, 
In an ironic twist, Mahatmas 
Gandhi has become an arche- 
type for what many 
Palestinians want to be: work- 


ing towards change and peace, 
but not fighting for it. 

Life is still held sacred to 
them. The family of Akhras 
never knew she was involved 
with suicide bombings. In in- 
terviews, her father said he 
raised his family to love oth- 
ers. To respect life. There is no 
glory to be gained by killing 
innocent Israel civilians. 

In Bethlehem, Palestinian 
soldiers hold the Church of The 
Nativity. Israeli soldiers slowly 
advance towards the church, 
careful not to cause harm to it. 
The standoff has only gotten 
more tense since it began, and 
one can almost sense it won't 


Should Redeemer pursue a 
more open admissions policy? 


Senatorial Feedback 
KIM HULTINK 
Recently, the student body has 
become aware of the fact that 
Redeemer’s admission policy 
has been undergoing an in- 
tense evaluation, Presently, the 
admission policy in the Stu- 
dent Handbook is ambiguous 
and could be interpreted in dif- 
ferent ways, and therefore this 
re-examination was necessary. 
The reviewing committee, 
known as the Admissions 
Policy Task Force, desires to af- 
firm that seeking after the 
Christian ethos is their pri- 
mary concern, The OCT has 


required that Redeemer submit 
a proposal of the policy which 
is to be handed in shortly. The 
Task Force has decided to sub- 
mit the current policy to the 
OCT and during the processing 
period, which is estimated to 
be five months, will further 
discuss the issue. A letter of for- 
mal recommendation from 
Student Senate was submitted 
which stated the necessity for 
the issue to be discussed more 
thoroughly. A petition will be 
brought to the student body to 
support a longer time spent in 
prayer and consideration of 
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pdate on 
\Redeemer’s new 


Information System 


JANNY EIKELBOOM, 
SENIOR DIRECTOR 
(LIBRARY AND 
INFORMATION SERVICES) 


As you know, Redeemer 
University College has pur- 
chased a new information 
system from Datatel Corpora- 
tion. This new package, called 
the Integrated Redeemer In- 
formation System, or IRIS, will 
impact the way students in- 
teract with Redeemer at a 
number of points. Recruit- 
ment, admissions, 
registration, student billings, 
and financial aid are all areas 
that will be affected with the 
implementation of IRIS. Many 
of these changes will be incre- 
mental, phased in as different 
parts of the system are acti- 
vated over the next 18 months, 
The new system will al- 

low you to access to your 
student account, including 
academic records, registration 
and financial accounts on-line. 
For example, you'll be able to 
make course changes from 
wherever you have internet 
access ~ during the summer 
months or in your PJ’s at mid- 
night. IRIS will know not only 
the rules for registration, but 
also information about your 
academic program ~ your ma- 


jors and minors, what you need 
to meet your graduation re- 
quirements, and will identify 
potential timetable conflicts. 


Just as is it is today, aca- 
demic advising will remain a 
key element of the registration 
process and we remain com- 
mitted to offering personal 
service to students. The goal of 
IRIS is to complement the per- 
sonal attention that Redeemer 
students have come to expect, 
not eliminate it. 


Implementing IRIS has 
been, and will continue to be, a 
time-consuming task for many 
Redeemer employees. Staff 
from Information Services, Fi- 
nancial Services, Admissions 
and the Registrar’s Office have 
been heavily involved in the 
process, including a consider- 
able amount of off-campus and 
on-campus training. We ap- 
preciate your patience through 
those times when we have not 
been able to provide you with 
timely service due to staff ab- 
sences, and we look forward to 
sharing the benefits of IRIS as 
they become available. In the 
meantime, if you have any 
questions or comments about 
the system, please do not hesi- 
tate to contact me. 


this matter, pending the com- 
mittee’s response to the specific 
criterion brought by Student 
Senate on behalf of the stu- 
dents. This issue will continue 
to be deliberated next year and 
Student Senate hopes to hold 
additional formal discussions 
and open forums at the begin- 
ning of the fall semester. The 
committee welcomes the opin- 
ions of the student body, thus 
use the intellect that God has 
given to you and make your 
point of view known! 


General 
Senator 
Election 


KARRIE FALLS 


The four Student Senate 
General Senator positions have 
been decided for the upcoming 
school year. There were ten 
potential candidates cam- 
paigning and promoting their 
policies for next year. 

It was indeed a valiant 
effort on all parts. Dave 
Vlasbom went all-out with his 
comical posters. Now we all 
know that guys like flowers 
too, and that Vlasbom had the 
support of John Calvin and a 
blushing bride. Kristen 
Miedema utilized an individu- 
alistic approach by drawing 
all her advertisments by hand. 

A “leader of the people” 
was sure to emerge as Nikki 
Gerrits stated, though the 
Greek etymology was ques- 
tionable. Honourable 
mentions as well to Rebecca 
Barnhoorn for a good effort, 
and Richard Oosterhoff for his 
positive outlook, and for stat- 
ing that now he would have 
the time to get involved in 
other student policies that he 
had a passion for. 

The newly elected Gen- 
eral Senators for next year are 
Ian Cubitt, Dave Stienstra, 
Ruth DeVries, and Amanda 
Marissen. These representa- 
tives are here to be a voice for 
all students at Redeemer, open 
to suggestions and concerns. 
Besides attending regular Sen- 
ate meetings and being 
available during office hours, 
these four individuals will 
bring their unique perspectives 
and abilities into running ex- 
tra-curricular activities and 
special events at Redeemer. Feel 
free to approach them with any 
ideas as to new events that you 
would enjoy. 

Many at Redeemer are 
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support the work of social justice oriented Christians by becoming a member 
read the Catalyst, available in your library 


visit us at our website - www.cpj.ca 


ely 
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Citizens for Public Justice 

Suite 311, 229 College Street 

Toronto, Ontario MST 1R4 
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end without a bloodbath. 

I’ve stood and marveled 
at the church; its high ceiling, 
the two parallel rows of col- 
umns that serve to support 
that roof, providing shelter for 
the thousands of tourist who 
pass through. I’ve walked 
down the stone steps to view 
the nativity area, which is no 
bigger than a dorm closet. It’s 
overwhelming and claustro- 
phobic at the same time. It’s 
almost like a microcosm of the 
entire conflict, right there in 
one Bethlehem block. 

I can imagine the Israeli 
soldiers, many younger than I 
am, slowly making their way 
along the destroyed rock and 
stone road leading to the 
church, Tanks roll in front of 
them, helicopters fly overhead. 
It’s gone on too long, they think 
to themselves as they settle in 
for another night. 

I can imagine the Palestin- 
ian soldiers, watching through 
the windows, looking for any 
Israeli movement. They know 
the time will eventually come 
when the church will be as- 
saulted. How they will fight 
and how they will end up is 
something they can only imag- 
ine, scenarios going through 
their head. Will it be a fight in 
the name of Allah or will it be 
at the barrel of an Israeli M-16? 

It goes on and on. One side 
opens fire and the other retali- 
ates. The cycle is pathetically 
predictable. The easiest predic- 
tion is that, no matter what, 
hundreds of more innocents 
will end up paying the ultimate 
price when all they want is 
peace. In the process those that 
remain will lose more and 
more of what they have fought 
for: an end to the violence. 

Santayana once said 
those who forget the past are 
condemned to repeat it. He also 
said a fanatic is someone who 
redoubles his efforts while los- 
ing site of his goals. In the 
Middle East conflict, many 
have lost sight of the goal: the 
preservation of life. 

To both sides, it’s the most 
sacred of all things. 


Faith and 


Environmental Ethics 


Redeemer hosts third annual conference on 
Christian approaches to Creation 


JAMES BRINK 

In his little-known and 
mostly ignored book Pollution 
and the Death of Man, evange- 
list Francis Schaeffer attempted 
to develop a theology of the en- 
vironment that balances use of 
the earth with respect for it as 
fellow-Creation. He decried the 
Church's capitulation to tech- 
nological greed that “develops” 
the earth with little concern for 
its health. Schaeffer asserts 
that “we have spoken loudly 
against materialistic science, 
but we have done little to show 
that in practice we ourselves as 
Christians are not dominated 
by a technological orientation 
in regard either to man or 
nature...We are living in, and 
practicing, a sub-Christianity.” 

As a result, the environ- 
mental movement has 
devolved from a faith-based 
community ethic to “an indi- 
vidualistic consumer-based 
ethic.” It is only recently that 
Christians have again become 
aware of the need to balance the 
right to use the earth with the 
responsibility to care for it. Be- 
ginning May 30th and 
continuing through June 2nd of 
this year, Redeemer University 
College will host the third an- 
nual “Canadian gathering of 
Christian environmental prac- 
titioners.” Entitled Faith and 
Earthkeeping: Rebuilding a 
Value Framework for Action, 
the conference is meant to re- 
store an ethical approach to 
environmental issues that is 
based on faith. It will explore 
the theology of Creation, urban 
planning, water use and land 
management, and similar is- 
sues under hot debate in the 
public arena. 

Faith and Earthkeeping is 


designed for those working to 
promote a Christian vision of 
environmental stewardship. It 
is open not only to profession 
als, but to anyone who wishes 
“to learn more about their per- 
sonal responsibilities and 
opportunities to be effective 
and faithful earthkeepers.” Fri- 
day and Saturday will both 
begin with a wildlife walk to 
get the blood flowing to the 
brain for a day of keynote ad- 
dresses and workshops led by 
leaders in Christian environ- 
mental stewardship. Jim Ball, 
for example, will be delivering 
the plenary keynote speech on 
the history and prognosis of 
the relationship between 
evangelicals and Creation. Ball, 
an ordained Baptist minister, is 
currently executive director of 
the Evangelical Environmental 
Movement. 

Janelle Zwier, project of- 
ficer of World Vision Canada’s 
Food Aid and Security Team, 
will be leading a workshop on 
poverty and the environment. 
Even in urban locations, where 
civil planning has been mostly 
concerned with efficiency and 
profitability, it is possible to 
restore damaged native habi- 
tats. Toronto’s City Forester 
Richard Ubbens will deal with 
approaches to forestry rejuve- 
nation. Other speakers include 
Randy van Dragt from Calvin 


Sheila Forsyth, Dr. Fred Van 
Dyke, and more. Registrationis 
normally between $60 and 
$100, but students may obtain 


a day pass for $15. aa 


accommodation are extra. For 
more information, contact Da 
Henry Brouwer at Redeemer 
University College, or visit 
caringforcreation.ca. 


} 


While you a 


REBECCA HOLST 


If you've ever wondered 
what those beautiful ladies in 
the stunning green aprons do 
here at Redeemer, have | got an 
article for you. As the student 
body continues to grow, Re- 
deemer is kept hopping to keep 
up with food service demands. 
If you’ ve ever thought about 
kedeemer’s present food serv- 
ices, you may have realized 
that it runs on a system of ac- 
countability. 


Redeemer students have 
the responsibility to consume 
ina stewardly manner. If one 
dorm abuses the system, eve- 
rybody pays for it. Food costs 
have increased because, in gen- 


| eral, more food is being taken 
College, Rev. Scott Hoezee, | 


than what is being consumed. 


| It is far too easy to be careless 


with our food because we are 
unaware of the costs involved 
in keeping up such a system. 
Gradually, changes will be seen 
in the food system here, with 
improvements in food and the 
shopping system. Some have 
already taken place. Take for 
example, the food store expan- 


In Memoriam: Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 
the Queen Mother (4th auGusT 1900 - 30th MARCH 2002) 


KARRIE FALLS 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 
The Queen Mother was the 
mother of Queen Elizabeth II, 
the present British sovereign, 
and the widow of the late King 
George VI. The daughter of 
Lord Glamis, later 14th Earl of 
Strathmore and Kinghorne, 
she was descended from the 
Royal House of Scotland and 
retained strong associations 
with Scotland. 
CHILDHOOD 
She was born the Honourable 
Elizabeth Angela Marguerite 
Bowes-Lyon on August 4, 1900 
(fourth daughter of Lord 
Glamis, later 14th Earl of 
Strathmore and Kinghorne) 
and spent her early childhood 
at St Paul’s Waldenbury in 
Hertfordshire, north of the 
capital. This was the country 
home. 
EDUCATION 
Lady Elizabeth was educated 
at home. At the age of 10, she 
was fluent in French. When the 
First World War started - co- 
incidentally on her 14th 
birthday - Glamis Castle be- 
came a hospital. Although 
Lady Elizabeth was too young 
to work as a nurse, she did as- 
sist with welfare work with 
the patients. One of her broth- 
ers, Fergus, was killed at the 
Battle of Loos in 1915. 
MARRIAGE AND FAMILY 
From childhood days, Lady 
Elizabeth and her older sisters 
had been friendly with the 
children of King George V and 
Queen Mary, Occasionally, 
members of the Royal family 
stayed at Glamis Castle. In 
1922 Lady Elizabeth acted as 
one of the bridesmaids at the 
wedding of their daughter, 
Princess Mary, In January, 1923 
came the announcement of her 
engagement to HRH The Duke 
of York (Prince Albert 


Frederick Arthur George), the 
King and Queen’s second son. 
They were married on April 26, 
1923 in Westminster Abbey. 
They had two children, 
Princess Elizabeth, born on 
April 21, 1926 at the 
Strathmores’ London home, 
and Princess Margaret, born on 
August 21, 1930 at Glamis Cas- 
tle. Princess Margaret 
predeceased her mother, dying 
on February 9, 2002. 
ACCESSION 
King George V died in January 
1936. When King Edward VIII 
abdicated in December the 
same year, the accession of the 
Duke and Duchess was pro- 
claimed and they assumed the 
responsibilities of the throne. 
Their coronation took place on 
12 May 1937. Queen Elizabeth 
became the first British-born 
Queen consort since Tudor 
times. 
ACTIVITIES AS QUEEN 
The King and Queen continued 
to visit other Commonwealth 
nations and overseas countries. 
Between the coronation and the 
outbreak of war in September 
1939, they made two important 
Visits: in July 1938 to France, 
and May and June 1939 to 
Canada and the USA. 
With the outbreak of war in 
1939, there was some sugges- 
tion that the Queen and her 
daughters should evacuate to 
North America or Canada. To 
this the Queen made her fa- 
mous reply: ‘The children 
won't go without me. I won't 
leave the King. And the King 
will never leave.’ Thus through- 
out the Second World War the 
Queen and her children shared 
the dangers and difficulties of 
the rest of the nation. She was 
in Buckingham Palace when it 
was bombed in September 
1940. She and the King visited 
badly damaged areas through- 


Prince Charles and the Queen Mother 


out the country after the air- 
raids, and toured Britain 
visiting hospitals, factories and 
troops. 

After the war, in 1947, 
they went on an extensive tour 
of South Africa. 

In 1948, the King and 
Queen celebrated their Silver 
Wedding. Broadcasting to the 
nation, the King spoke 
movingly of the inspiration 
that he had received from his 
marriage. Sadly, his health 
prevented him carrying out 
further Commonwealth tours. 
The last major public occasion 
that he and the Queen attended 
together was the opening of the 
Festival of Britain in May 1951, 
In autumn 1951, Princess Eliza- 


beth and The Duke of Edinburgh 


Which marked the 50th anni- 
versary of her first visit here. 


Food Store 
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sion, as well the introduction 
of more varieties of fruits, veg- 
etables, meats and pastas. 
Change takes time and re- 
sources, and the future plans 
for improving Redeemer’s food 
system look exciting. On top of 
your daily soup, the Cafeteria 
provides service for the 
Daycare, and other internal 
events requiring food and re- 
freshments. “We like to have 
fun too,” says Jane Haanstra, 
laughing, “like our themed 
communals.” 


Jane finds food sponsors 
to provide interesting props 
(aprons, flags, etc.) as well as 
interesting new meals to try 
out. Jane Haanstra, Cafeteria 
Supervisor, not only handles 
the Cafeteria, but the Food 
Store and Catering Service as 
well. Jane, along with the other 
food staff, love their jobs, espe- 
cially being a second mother to 
the student workers. With 
Jane, the job is more about peo- 
ple than it is food ... and the 
food is pretty important. 


The Food Services de- 
partment is an important piece 
of Redeemer’s Ancillary and 
Conference Services Depart- 
ment, Each year Redeemer is 
not only responsible for feed- 
ing on-campus students, but 
providing meals for a huge va- 
riety of special events, 
conferences, retreats and ban- 
quets (to name a few). 
Redeemer hosts two types of 
groups; internal, serving each 
Redeemer department; and ex- 
ternal, serving larger Christian 


Her Majesty was Patron or organizations. 


President of some 350 organi- 
zations. She was 
Commandant-in-Chief of the 
Army and Air Force Women’s 
Services, and for Women in the 
Royal Navy, and held other 
Service appointments. For 
many years she was President 
of the British Red Cross Soci- 
ety, and she was 
Commandant-in-Chief of the 
Nursing Division of the St John 
Ambulance Brigade. She was 
also Colonel-in-Chief or Honor- 
ary Colonel of many UK and 
Overseas regiments, and Com- 
mandant-in-Chief of the Royal 
Air Force Central Flying School. 


took his place on a tour Of The Queen Mother attended a 
Canada, and did so again the number of official engagements 
following January on a post- marking her 100th birthday. 
poned visit to Australia and These began with a lunch at the 
New Zealand. It was at the be- Guildhall, hosted by the Cor- 
ginning of this trip that the poration of London. This was 
King died peacefully, on Febru- followed by a service of thanks- 


ary 6, 1952. 
PUBLIC DUTIES 


Riving at St. Paul’s Cathedral in 


July, and then a birthday pag- 
After the King’s death, The eant on Horse Guards Parade 
Queen Mother continued her Jater that same month. 

public duties in the UK and On her 100th birthday, Her 
overseas. These included over Majesty received, like other 
40 official visits abroad, includ- centenarians, a message of con- 
ing a 1989 visit to Canada gratulations from The Queen. 


Redeemer does not lie 
fallow in the summer. When 
students leave the campus, 
synergenic opportunities arise 
to provide conference services. 
Redeemer has excellent facili- 
ties. The conferences and 
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events that go on here are not 
only to generate revenue. In 
fact, the main purpose for the 
conference season (May-Aug) is 
to generate interest and sup- 
port from the wider Christian 
community. 


Doreen Gringhuis, Con- 
ference and Ancillary Services 
Director, sees the conference 
season as a huge opportunity 
to be stewardly with the cam- 
pus. “The smart thing to do is 
to use these facilities that God 
has given us wisely to gener- 
ate towards the general 
budget. The goal [of the confer- 
ence season] is to raise money 
for the bottom line of the insti- 
tution.” However, Doreen also 
sees the conference season as 
secondary to Redeemer’s mis- 
sion statement, recognizing the 
importance to build around the 
academic system, not interfere 
with it. 


The wider Christian 
community that has been in- 
volved with Redeemer through 
these include 
Dramafest, World Vision, 
OCHEC (Ontario Home Educa- 
tor’s Conference), CCS 
(Christian Stewardship Serv- 
ices), Christian Horizons, 
OCSTA (Ontario Christian 
School Teacher's Association), 
and the Institute for Christian 
Studies. 


services 


In regards to the staff, 
Doreen feels that “all service 
staff are equally important, but 
it’s the meals and friendly faces 
that people remember long af- 
ter they’ ve left.” So If you think 
the Cafeteria ladies are cute, but 
not so busy, let me tell you one 
thing: three quarters of their 
work is unseen to the general 
population of Redeemer. And 
chances are, if you have any 
beefs with the food system here, 
they're already working on it. 


Education 
that goes 
where God 


divinity 


calls 


Canada's evangelical 
university-based seminary 


omacdiv 


LEADERSHIP hroagt UNDERSTANDING 


McMaster Divinity College 
(905) 525-9140 ext.23277 
divinity @memaster.ca 


Senators cont’d 


involved in an abundance of 
different activities. More peo- 
ple are attending functions and 
voting in the elections!! Thanks 
to all who did vote this time 
around, as it was a great im- 
provement upon the past 
Executive election. This time 
481 out of 670 students voted 
with two spoiled ballots. We 
apparently have two mis- 
placed Floridians among us. 
Nevertheless, 71.8% showed 
up to vote. As for you, 28.2% 
you missed out on some free 
pop! Was that a bribe? I think 
that it was just an added perk. 
After all, students were prob- 
ably just inspired by the past 
Crown article urging people to 
come out to the poll! 


“ARTS & REVIEWS. 


JAMIE KARLSEN 


Robert Kroetsch 


Haystack cont’d 


So is the task of the poet 
to reinforce or to reform? The 
answer is both, and neither. In 
recent Western history, the 
poet is seen as the prophetic 
voice crying from an isolated 
existence in the wilderness. 
Kroetsch resists this notion. 
While skeptical of saying such 
and such is the ultimate goal 
of the artist, he asks the ques- 
tion, “What narratives will 
take you to communities?” 

The poet makes commu- 
nity by using language to look 
more deeply at human experi- 
ence. Sometimes the language 
is inadequate, but the way we 
use it leads us to an answer. In 
one of Kroetsch’s poems on love 
he writes, “When I tell you that 
Ilove you/I'm trying to tell you/ 
that I love you.” 

As many of the other vis- 
iting poets have emphasized, 
the true poet sees wonder in 
everyday life. Commenting on 
education, Kroetsch says we 
“often tell our students to look 
for the needle in the haystack, 
but forget to tell them to won- 
der at the haystack.” As long 
as we can still wonder, we can 
hold onto hope in spite of trag- 
edy. 


JOSH 
MCDOUGALL-CRANSTON 


They came for the filet 
mignon. It was the 16th Annual 
Athletic Awards Ceremony, 
and over one hundred athletes 
and coaches came to be fed, and 
to have a chance to watch Re- 
deemer’s most glamorous 
awards show. One anonymous 
athlete had some trouble figur- 
ing out whether to go with his 
double-breasted suit jacket or 
his single. I assured him that 
he would be underdressed 
with all those athletes, and I 
encouraged him to rent a tux. 
He declined and ended up go- 
ing in jeans. It was Thursday, 
April the 4", and the lights 
were flashing, the red carpet 
was...the red cement tile floor 
was as clean as ever when it 
was time to enter Redeemer’s 
posh dining hall. Around 28 
awards were given out to Re- 
deemer'’s finest athletes. 

The Most Valuable Player 
awards went to (drum roll): 
Pete Westra (soccer), Ben 
Nywening (indoor soccer), 
Natasha Brodie (women’s in- 


door soccer), Amanda DeVries 
(women’s soccer), Ryan 
Schipper & Eric Bulthuis (bas- 
ketball), Anita Kralt (women’s 
basketball), Steve Kater (volley- 
ball), and Amanda DeVries 
(women’s volleyball). 

The Most Improved 
Player awards went to: Adrian 
Been (soccer), Josh Baxter (in- 
door soccer), Cindy LeBrun 
(women’s indoor soccer), 
Kristen Kater (women’s soccer), 
Klaas Hoekstra (basketball), 
Caroline Vangoor (women’s 
basketball), Ken Mercer (vol- 
leyball), Janelle Stoter (women’s 
volleyball). 

For the club teams, the 
MVP awards went to: Ben 
Maas (hockey), Paul Marcus 
(volleyball), Maria Van Huizen 
(women’s volleyball), Dave 
Stienstra (basketball). 

The MIP’s were given to: 
Gord O’Coin & Justin Anjema 
(hockey), Dave Kiers (volley- 
ball), Krista Tuininga (women’s 
volleyball), Aaron Gyspers 
(basketball). 

For athletes who excelled 
in both athletics and academ- 


~) Athletic Banquet More 
__|Anticipated Than The Oscars 


ics, there were two awards 
given. For the male species 
Colin DeRaaf (volleyball) won, 
and Sharon VanStaalduinen 
was top for the females. 

For displaying outstand- 
ing performance, dedication, 
and commitment there were 2 
Athlete of the Year awards 
given out. For the second year 
in a row, Anita Kralt won for 
the women. Anita had a great 
year; she also won the OCAA 
and CCAA All Academic 
award and made the Dean’s 
honor list. For the men, it was 


We’re Going To 


the Zoo 


BY NAOMI BIESHEUVAL 
“It’s the human condition that 
keeps us apart, but everybody's 
got a story that can break your 
heart...” 

-Amanda Marshall 


When I sat down to watch The 
Zoo Story last week, I hadn’t 
come with any real expecta- 
tions. What I was treated to, 
however, would have sur- 


Ken Mercer who won athlete of | Passed any. 


the year. 

This year’s snubs were as 
follows: John Flikkema (cross- 
country running); even though 
Redeemer does not have a cross 
country team, that does not 
deter this amazing American. 
Rain, sleet, snow, and even 
lightning do not stop this ath- 
lete from running and running 
and running. Philip Proper 
was also snubbed by the vot- 
ing committee; Phil believes 
that he should have been voted 
in as MIA (most intelligent ath- 
lete). Maybe next year, Phil. 


$ STUDENTS WANTED $ 


LOOKING FOR SUMMER WORK? 


TO START. 
OR WEEKENDS. 


NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY. 


MORNINGS, AFTERNOONS, EVENING 


MAKE YOUR OWN SCHE 


CALL AND START TOD 
AT 905-544-0100 


JLE 


In this hour-long play by 
Edward Albee, a balding, be- 
spectacled man, Peter, is 
interrupted during his weekly 
quiet time at the park by an un- 
washed, uncouth fellow named 
Jerry who tries very awk- 
wardly to start a conversation. 
In the words of director Mark 
VanDooren, he “desperately 
craves and hopes for a human 


connection, or any connection 
at all.” 

As the conversation 
painfully progresses, we learn 
that Peter works in publish- 
ing, has two daughters, two 
cats and two parakeets, and 
that he enjoys his time in the 
park with his book. After a 
while, Jerry begins to pace as 
he tells about his lonely, mis- 
erable life. André Sparkes, 
who portrayed the socially 
clueless character, decided to 
do this play because of the 
challenge it presented. 
Sparkes has had many roles in 
Redeemer productions, in- 
cluding recent ones in Twelfth 
Night and Eli. 

Having seen him as 
only attractive characters un- 
til this point, it was refreshing 
and striking to watch him 
portray a less physically glo- 
rifying role. Jerry was 
well-costumed, and a perfect 
contrast to Brett Dewing’s very 
convincing Peter. 


MEL VANDYK 


Brett Dewing, Mark VanDooren, and André Sparkes- all part of 


The Zoo Story. 


The Dutchman 


Breaking the fine Dutch tra- 
dition of boiling and mashing 
potatoes in a messy goo, these 
potatoes were oven-baked 
into tasty goodness. It took 
more effort than boiling or 
smashing, but the end prod- 
uct was well worth it. The oil 
coating made the potatoes 
slightly crispy after 45 min- 
utes in the oven, but a little 
longer would have made 
them even better. They were 
very heavy on the garlic, 
making them tasty, but not 
suitable before a night on the 
town. A larger collection of 
herbs and spices would have 
been better, especially for 
those of you without a deep 
abiding love for salt. Before 
you start this dish, make sure 
you have plenty of quality 
potatoes, like young Yukon 
Golds. Also, be sure to add 
some cheese to the finished 
product. For those who fol- 
low after my tastes, try 
adding some beef or bacon on 
top, in the middle, or wher- 
ever you can stuff it. 


4 out of 5 


The Vegetarian 


I can hear the exclamations 
now: “Finally! A meal that we 
can prepare in less than six 
hours!” Indeed, the Brians 
have crumbled under public 
pressure and have resorted to 
preparing plebian fare. Al- 
though we were a little 
rushed in the preparation of 
this entree, it turned out 
rather well. The olive oil and 
seasonings provided a rich 
bouquet of flavour, and the 
quantity prepared allowed for 
ample feasting. The beauty of 
this dish is threefold: first, it 
takes virtually no time to pre- 
pare; second, the ingredients 
are readily available and in- 
expensive; third, it 
complements all manner of 
side dishes or (heaven forbid) 
meaty dishes. As the carni- 
vores among us were 
enjoying red meats, this meal 
was accompanied by a robust 
Chilean red that behaved well 
with the considerable season- 
ing, as well as consistency of 
the entrees presented. My 
only recommendations for 
improvement would be a 
somewhat longer cooking 
time and increased pepper 
content, 4.5/5 


The Epicurean 


Seasoned potatoes: 


Fitting for breakfast, brunch, 
lunch, that funny little snack 
between supper and lunch, 
supper, and virtually any 
other time you feel hungry; 
fried potatoes are a staple to 
any Dutchman’s basic diet. 
The first bit of advice | would 
like to offer is to repeat this 
recipe with fresh herbs (if at all 
possible), For those limited by 
the tyrannical rule of the food 
store — hah hah. Be warned 
that when using fresh herbs, 
the potency is less substantial 
that that of dried herbs, so it 
will take more herbs and a lit- 
tle more experimenting to find 
your ideal flavour. If at all pos- 
sible, use olive oil or sesame 
oil over the more generic va- 
rieties, and don’t be afraid of a 
little black pepper. The best 
thing about this dish is it is 
easily prepared ahead of time 
to be popped in the oven when 
the moment is right. 


3.5 out of 5. 


Plebian Fare: 


Easy Seasoned Potatoes 


2- 4lbs Diced young 
Yukon Gold Potatoes 
(appx %4” cubed) 

A sprinkle of Salt 

A sprinkle of 
Pepper 


i, 


1 cup* Olive oil (may 
use Canola if ina 


pinch) 


2 tbsp Oregano 

4 cloves Fresh 
crushed garlic 

(* needed amount of 
Olive Oil varies with 
the amount of 


potatoes) 


Place the oil and crushed garlic in a microwave-safe container 


and heat in microwave for about 4 minutes on high, or until the 
concoction is too hot to touch. 


yi 


After washing and dicing the potatoes, dry them ona tea towel 


(or paper towel) and fill a medium-sized bowl.Note that not all 
potatoes will fit in the bowl in one shot; repeat the following as 
necessary to do all the potatoes. 


3: 


sprinkle with salt, pepper and oregano. 


4. 
toes on baking tray. 
Di 


Drizzle the potatoes with some of the oil/garlic mixture, then 
Mix until the entire contents are well coated and spread pota- 


Bake at 425 degrees for about an hour, flipping approximately 


every twenty minutes. When finished,the potatoes will be a me- 
dium brown outside and be tender inside. 


6. 
ketchup. Enjoy. 


Serve in a large bowl with condiments to taste: mayonnaise or 


Cooking with Brians would love to join you 
for dinner. Show off your culinary skill and 
have your recipe reviewed in the Crown! 


Call the Crown office or email the Brians at at 
crown @redeemer.on.ca 


C'ear Editor, 


Regarding the article 
“ock the Flock” by Seth 
Veenstra in the March 22 issue 
o The Crown, I really appreci- 
aied how often my name was 
mentioned and how often my 
shenanigans were called into 
question. I mean, it’s about time 
we started to dissect our fellow 
students one by one and put 
tl eir names on the front page. I 
ain proud to be one of the first 
tc experience this joy, and I'm 
sure those who will have their 
chance in future issues will feel 
the same way. 

The best part was how 
tre writer never interviewed 
my band or myself. He may 
have even gotten a quote such 
a: “that’s the worst we've ever 
payed” or “that was embar- 
ressing” or even “the people 
who came deserved better.” I'm 
also happy that he clearly 
picked up on the fact that all 
my songs are meant to be taken 
with absolute seriousness. And 
his comments on how one of 
our songs sounds much like 
“Stand By Me” would be abso- 
lutely correct if it weren't for 
the fact that none of our songs 
scund like it. There is one, 
which is arguably similar for 
those who know nothing about 
music, rhythm, or even pop 
‘music. Then again, I always 
thought that song was a bla- 

nt rip of the classic 60’s love 
songs, and that the thickly 
“\ovey-dovey” lyrics would tip 
anyone off to my use of irony, 
_ bit clearly I’ve overestimated 
tke audience, or at least the one 
member who wrote the article. 
His absolute distaste for 
__ ary persona permeated the en- 
tire article, leaving my 
assumptions to rest as follows. 
He either 
1) Was as poor a journalist as 
you were an editor, 
2) Has no musical ear, 
3) Is scared of me, 


Dear Editor, 


I read the article entitled 
“Vhis is my home” (The Crown, 
March 22, 2001) by Nathan 
Stretch with interest and felt 
that as Director of Ancillary 
Services I needed to respond 
and provide background infor- 
mation for our decision to 
tenporarily move the Child 
Cire Office to the office space 
beside residence 12. 

On January 10, 2002, our 
pr2mises were inspected by the 
Fie Inspection, undertaken by 
th newly formed City of Ham- 
ilton, who issued a number of 
compliance orders, We were 
given a short deadline with 
which to complete the compli- 
ance orders, and non 
compliance carried a $10,000 
fire per day. One of these or- 
ders was to move the Child 
Cz re Office out of the basement 
space it occupied. We needed a 
temporary location and the of- 
fice space connected to 
residence 12 was within the 
guidelines of the Ministry re- 
sponsible for licensing the 
Child Care Centre. 

The RA of residence 12 
was informed of the situation 
prior to the relocation of the 
Child Care Office. The office 
ara does not belong to Unit 12 
and, although this area is tem- 


_THE@@ROWN 
E litor-in-Chief: James Brink 


Liyout Editor 
Contributors 


Christina VandenEnde Copy Editor: 
Beth Luchies, Janny Eikelboom, Naomi Bieusheval, Dan Postma, James Brink, Rebecca Holst, 


-OPINIONS: 


4) a) Dislikes me for some rea- 
son, 

b) Dislikes me because his 
girlfriend thinks that I’m hot. 
Or perhaps a combination of 
the above. 

Two of his better points 
were about my “desperate at- 
tempts to hook up with girls 
from the audience” and how 
my “standard corny quips be- 
tween songs ... invoked the 
usual groans from Redeemer 
students.” Finally someone has 
enlightened me on why no one 
likes it when I play at the 
coffeehouses. I mean, they all 
cheer and laugh and all that, 
but clearly I’m not up to par on 
my performances and I will 
soon have to quit being a pro- 
fessional musician. Maybe I'll 
even go out and find a day job. 
Word on the street is that edit- 
ing a school paper is pretty lax 
work... 

Again, Crown, thank 
you for printing such a well- 
thought-out and researched 
article. I’m glad to see that you 
are continuing in your quest for 
excellence without relying on 
the usual school-paper smut 
and student bashing that other, 
obviously less integral, papers 
have fallen into. 

I'm sure that my parents 
will also enjoy the article as a 
celebration of what the school 
thinks of any of my contribu- 
tions. 

-Tim Amor 


Concerning the article 
Rock the Flock (March 22), it 
was not the intent of this jour- 
nalist to personally attack Tim 
Amor. However, I stand behind 
my opinions as they were ex- 
pressed in the said article. 
-Seth Veenstra 


porarily being used as the 
Child Care office, next academic 
year we intend to use it for 
much-needed storage. The stu- 
dents occupying residence 12 in 
the 2002/03 academic year will 
then be using their large base- 
ment for storage. 

We acknowledge that 
the noise generated by the stu- 
dents of residence 12 is 
distracting to the Child Care 
Supervisor. We also realize that 
residence 12 is the home of eight 
students and that requests by 
Redeemer’s Child Care Super- 
visor are likely an 
inconvenience. As we are near- 
ing the end of this academic 
year, we encourage both the 
residents of unit 12 and the 
Child Care Supervisor to be 
considerate of each other’s 
needs for the remainder of the 
semester. 

With increasing num- 
bers of students, faculty and 
staff, Redeemer will be faced 
with many more issues of space 
allocations and it is our hope 
that we remain considerate of 
one another. 

In closing, I would like to 
say that our very own prestig- 
ious Dean of Students may file 
a report in my washroom any 
time he wants. 

Doreen Gringhuis, Director 
Ancillary and Conference Serv- 
ices 


Managing Editor: Brian Harskamp 
Hayley Asnong, 
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Midwives 


JAMES BRINK 
It’s hard to believe that 


this is the end of the line. This 
will be my last editorial before 
Brian van Oosten takes over 
my position as editor-in-chief 
of The Crown. I believe he will 
do a good job - he has plenty of 
sharp opinions and will be as- 
sisted by a very competent 
staff. At the same time, I’ve be- 
come used to the crummy 
chairs, and the long hours in 
the office. The camaraderie be- 
tween staff members rushing 
to deadline is unique among the 
Redeemer clubs, It will be dif- 
ferent coming into the office as 
a “visitor” rather than the 
“boss.” Still, I will be writing 
for The Crown next 
getting paid per wo 
other staff writers! Ar 
pose “editor emeritus” 
bad title... 

Traditionally, the last 
article is full of reflections and 
interesting anecdotes about 
past experiences. After three 
years of involvement with The 
Crown, two of them as editor, I 
can say it’s certainly been in- 
teresting. Some might say that’s 
a fulfillment of the ancient Chi- 
nese curse, but I would say that 
I’ve grown in knowledge, and 
even some measure of wisdom 
during my “tenure.” Not stat- 
ure though. I’m just as tall as 
I've ever been. 

During my first year, I 

began writing opinion pieces 
for The Crown, when Angela 
Reitsma and Al Bick were the 
editors. The office was a well- 
used room down where our 
security office is now located. 
Old pictures, articles, and com- 
ics papered half a wall, while 
ten years of peeling Crown 
banners hung on the wall op- 
posite the door. Browsing 
through the drawers was like 
going spelunking through 
Crown history. The newspaper 
production was half digital; the 
paper was composed on the 
computer, then printed off, 
pasted to large pieces of card- 
board, and driven to the 
printing company. 
Due to one of my articles, which 
included a naughty word, the 
opinions page editor Joe 
Haveman took a shining to me, 
and we decided to run for the 
editorship. 
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The next year was a 
struggle, as we had to learn 
computer programs, writer 
management, and all the other 
aspects of producing a news- 
paper with little guidance from 
the former editors. We moved 
to an all-digital workflow, ef- 
fectively cutting our gas bill in 
half. We had plenty of opinions 
on both the left and right sides 
of politics. The smouldering 
debate on vegetarianism was 
either the high or low point of 
the year, depending on who 
one asks. 

This year was anew be- 
ginning. Joe left Redeemer, 
while I stayed on as editor and 
(in consultation with others) 
restructured the newspaper to 
allow more student involve- 
ment, and more efficient 
division of labour. The new 
staff and I increased our cover- 
age of campus events, and tried 
to present a balanced picture 
of contentious issues. In most 
cases, I think we succeeded. 

The task for the new edi- 
tor will be to develop The 
Crown journalistically, with 
more deeply researched fea- 
tures, objective yet critical 
reviews, and continued cam- 
pus coverage. I look forward to 
seeing The Crown progress 
next year. 

One of the advantages to end- 
ing this job is that it gives me 
the chance to look back and ex- 
amine my motives and goals as 
editor. I’ve written a few arti- 
cles in the past two years, and I 
see a pattern of underlying in- 
terests and goals beginning to 


The first of these is poli- 
tics. I'm emphatically not a 
socialist, since I happen to be- 
lieve in the universal 
corruption of human nature. 
Thus, I have little patience with 
anyone who trusts government 
bureaucrats to act in the “best 
interests” of the nation. History 
has demonstrated over and 
over that, without accountabil- 
ity, politicians and 
paper-chasers work to their 
own advantage. That's not to 
say that all civil servants are 
corrupt; in fact, many of them 
do try their best. 

Systems, however, tend 


of Wisdom 


to decay. Furthermore, the 
larger and more complex that 
society gets, the more distant 
our leaders become. That’s 
why, even though Harris is 
“right-wing,” I dislike his poli- 
tics, because he has arrogated 
control to Queen’s Park and 
taken initiative away from lo- 
cal communities. I believe that 
individuals in community are 
far more effective than legisla- 
tive committees. Local action 
equals global results. 

My second goal is philo- 
sophical. As with my political 
position, my philosophy em- 
phasizes the immediate and 
personal. Technically, that 
makes me an existentialist, 
though I believe there is an,ul- 
timate standard to which God 
will hold us accountable. The 
paradox is sustained by my 
faith. On the one hand, God is 
transcendent, the Creator of the 
earth and everything in it. On 
the other, he humbled himself, 
walked among us, and died an 
excruciating death because he 
loved us. To me, religion and 
philosophy are integral to each 
other. If Christ is anything, he’s 
everything. That makes things 
alittle uncomfortable when my 
faith wavers: I’m caught be- 
tween the joy of being caught 
up in God’s grace, and the mis- 


ery of ultimate 
meaninglessness. 
Finally, and most deeply, 


Isee the world as a place of po- 
etry. I use the term loosely, 
referring not only to rhyme 
and rhythm. To me, those are 
only aspects of “writing po- 
ems.” Rather, a _ poetic 
understanding of the world 
sees each detail as imbued with 
meaning. Every whisper of 
wind, every glint of sun behind 
the clouds, every gentle human 
touch is a sacrament, a physi- 
cal reminder of beauty, truth, 
and grace. Somehow, in the 
church’s dream of the large har- 
vest, it has lost sight of the fruit. 
If my writing is to serve any 
purpose at all, I hope it recre- 
ates a sense of what being a 
Christian is for. Some call this 
the “cultural mandate.” I call it 
living with purpose, being a 
midwife to the potential joy and 
wonder in Creation. 


Dear editor, 


In response to the article 
“This is my home” by Nathan 
Stretch in the March 22 issue 
of The Crown, I would like to 
say that almost everyone is 
happy to get into the papers. 
Secretly, most of us want some 
extra attention. However, 
most people would like to get 
media attention only on their 
own terms. So it was with 
consternation that I read 
about myself in an article in 
the school paper, even on “the 
backside.” 


How rude. 


This young man, (a 
dweller) has absolutely no con- 
cept of chivalry, to treat a lady 
in such a fashion. 


Besides, he has done no 
research as to why she finds 
herself in the particular accom- 
modations in question. He 
should also ask himself 
whether other occupants of the 
building might also enjoy some 
of the newfound “next to near 
silence.” In any case, his rude- 
ness is inexcusable. | would like 
to show him some charity by 
not saying too much. 


Marg Alkema 


Does making 
change give 
away the 
store? 


NARDEEN FARAGALLA 

Redeemer is like an army 
camp. The army camp was 
built for training purposes. The 
people who came to this camp 
knew that they were coming to 
train for the army; they were 
not ready to fight yet. Then the 
people who ran the camp 
opened the gates and let the 
opposing army in as well. The 
people who had come to train 
were forced to fight before they 
were ready. 

Right now, Redeemer’s 
admissions policy requires the 
applicant to have a pastoral 
recommendation and agree to 
abide by Christian policies. The 
new policy would remove the 
pastoral reference and, al- 
though the applicant would 
still need to sign agreement to 
Christian policies, they need 
not be a Christian. As a result, 
a person of any religion would 
be allowed to attend: Muslim, 
Buddhist, Hindu, etc. 

Let us assume that this 
policy does go through. I have 
heard people say that barely 
anyone would come because of 
the tuition fees. Why would 
non-Christians bother if the 
school is full of Christians and 
it is so expensive? Well, they 
have come to many campuses 
that have adopted the policy. 
These campuses are not even 
considered to be Christian 
anymore, but just have a Chris- 
tian background. Others are 
still Christian, but are now up 
to 15 or 20% non-Christian. 

Redeemer has fought a 
battle to stay Christian since 
the time it has been estab- 
lished. Currently, Redeemer is 
the ONLY Christian university 
in Ontario. And in order to keep 
the curriculum with non- 
Christians around, the rules 
would need to be strictly en- 
forced. One specific rule is that 
non-Christians will not be per- 
mitted to hold any leadership 
positions such as RA/HA, Stu- 
dent Senator, Spiritual and 
Service Committee member, 
etc. They will be required to 
sign a waiver to avoid law- 
suits. But what is going to stop 
them from forming their own 
committees and clubs? 

I am not saying that they 
are “bad people.” But because 
they do not have the same foun- 
dations that we do, we may 
offend them by going about our 
daily business: praying before 
class or dinner, chapel, praise 
and worship. I can’t develop 
spiritually if people take offense 
to my Christianity, and others 
probably can’t either. 

I have heard people say 
that the Open Admissions 
Policy is a good idea. They are 
not being challenged enough in 
their own spiritual lives due to 
the fact that they are sur- 
rounded by Christians. But 
many people are not strong 
enough in their faith to be chal- 
lenged by non-Christians. Is it 
fair to sacrifice the ones who are 
struggling for the ones who are 
strong? If a person is willing 
and spiritually ready to be 
challenged by God, then God 
will provide this for them. We 
do not have to go looking; the 
opportunities will come to 
those who are ready. But I 
strongly believe that this is not 
why we are here at Redeemer. 
Another objective of the Mis- 
sion Statement is “to equip 
students for lives of leadership 
and service under the Lordship 
of Jesus Christ.” So we are here 
to train to be Christian leaders. 
Like the army camp in the be- 
ginning, we are here only to 
train, not fight and train. That 
way we will be better equipped 
to face the world when we leave — 
Redeemer. What will we be — 
taking with us? 
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Asthma Hives Brought to you by Collegiate Presswire 
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Staalduinen Floral is 
constantly changing to meet 
the needs of the Floral 
Industry. For this we need a 
quality, skilled sales and 
management staff. If you are 
energetic, dynamic and 
willing to succeed, there may 
be a place for you at 
Staalduinen. 


http://members.aol.com/johnbell77 


© 2000 John Bell All Rights Reserved. 
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ACROSS 


1. English philosopher 
6. Master of Science (Latin) 
9, “Self gift” 

14. Old Irish alphabet 
15. Also 

16, Contradict 

17, Pee 

18. Olive __ 

19. Reside 

20. Range of skills 

22. Elongated “S” shape 
23, Deity 

24. Sanctuary 


37. Act of moderate indulgence 
38. Traveling-Wave Amplifier Tubes 


(Abbrv.) 
39. Stare 


40. Parent Teacher Association 


(Abbrv.) 

41. Emit light 

42. Britzska (Russian) 
43. Rope 


45. Small hand drums from India 


46. Rank above viscount 
47. and hers 
48. Source of beryllium 


$1, Isogram having same temperature 


‘backside: 


8. Salt of Molybdicacid 
9. Belly 

10. Bauble or trinket 
11, To the leeward side 
12. Heap 

13. Electric fish (pl.) 
21. 2000 pounds 

25. Protection 


26. Strikes with heavy blows 


http: IWWw.cpwire.com 


Visit 


The Crown 


Online 


57. Avoid 27. Large artery 
58. “Nightmare on ___ Street” 28. Melodic Hindu music 
59. Opposite of sink 29, Arid 
60. Stringed.instrument from same origin 30, African antelope 
as 45 across 31. Celestial being 
61, Litigate 32. Site of 1945 Allied conference 
62. Far beyond norm 33. To nullify in printed material (pl. 
63, Murders 35, Having the most swirl 
64. Went on “Excellent Adventure” 38. Norse god of thunder 
65. One who laces 39, Globe 
41, Electronic circuit 
DOWN 42. Shy 
44. Prime 
1. Asiatic sardine 45, “Small” (Old Germanic) i 


2. Human-eating monster 
3. Mrs. Potts’ offspring 
4. Citizen __ 

5. Came forth 


6. Opposite of sat 
7. Coconut husk fiber 


47, Guided to a target 


48. Elizabeth (nickname) 


49. Bad 


50. New Zealand forest tree 


52. Pivot 
53, Singer Fitzgerald 


55, Female horse 
56. Celebrity 


for solutions! 


54. Reserve Officers Training Corps (Abbry.) 


The Lumber Frolic 


JAMES BRINK 


The Canadian gov- 
ernment has 
implemented a compli- 
cated new air subsidy 
for the softwood lumber 
industry. Lumber lead- 
ers have been 
pleading for the 
government to 
“do something,” 


as their busi- 
nesses are 
g-¢ £°Oi ae 
“chopped to 
pieces” as a re- 
sult -of “See 
tariffs. 


The tariffs, 
for those of you 
who don’t read 
the newspaper, 
impose a 26% 
surcharge on 
any Canadian 
lumber entering 
theStates. This 
means, dear 
slow readers, 
that Canadian 
lumber choppers can’t 
compete with their U.S. 
counterparts. 

“What about free 
trade?” you might ask. 
More to the point, what 
is free trade? If a free 
trade agreement was 
signed in the forest, and 
there was no one there 
to see, would it mean 
anything? 

Philosophical ques- 
tions aside, the U.S. is 
suspicious that Canada 
is subsidizing the 


lumbercompanies by giv- 
ing them land for cheap. 
The suspicion is well- 
founded. In fact, Canada 
has ahabit of subsidizing 
any company that is able 
to put a business plan to- 
gether. Well, business 


summary anyway. 

After a year of dither- 
ing, the U.S. court said it 
was fine to bill Canadian 
companies for the differ- 
ence. Canadian lumberers 
were outraged. “Why 
should we have to pay 
through the nose, just be- 
cause the government 
freely hands out money to 
idiots?” they fumed. “Oh. 
Touche.” 

Since our elected of- 
ficials are eager to prove 
that they are “kind” and 


“sensitive,” especially to 
whining, they sent the is- 
sue to committee. A 
committee is a like an ap- 
pendix to your appendix. 
In other words, quite use- 
less. However, committee 
do secrete a lot of extra 


policy into the regular as- 
sembly. Why do you think 
our tax laws are a 15-vol- 
ume set? No, I didn’t count 
them. 

In this case, the com- 


mittee secreted a 
dual-pronged “atmos- 
phere encouragement” to 
the softwood lumber in- 
dustry. If the companies 
grow a tree, they get an al- 
lowance of five dollars per 
tree for purifying the at- 
mosphere. If they cut 
down a tree, they get the 


same amount for freeing 
up airspace for flying 
Squirrels to frolic in. 

epilly,” you sam 
“won't the Americans 
catch on to this scheme just 
as quickly?” 

The short answer is 
“no.” The longer answer is 
“negative.” In any event, 
this is where the scam 
gets sneaky. The money 
does not actually go di- 
rectly to the companies. It 
g0es to their mother-in- 
laws. This idea is not as 
foolish as you might 
think. At first, the compa- 
nies wondered if they 
would ever see the sub- 
sidy. However, the 
gZOvernment was careful 
to write on the cheques 
that the money was a gift 
om tin 
lumber company.” 

Suddenly, the execu- 
tives discovered that their 
petty cash drawers were 
not draining nearly as 
quickly as before, The 
mothers-in-law no longer 
had to steal the money to 
feed their daughters. 

The sad fact is that 
the softwood executives 
were more inclined to 
spend profits on Fast-Gro 
and Porsches than grocer- 
ies. Fast-Gro does not only 
have a narcotic effect on 
trees, it seems. 

The Americans re- 
main oblivious. 


Gots by the Famus 


As heard by Gina Bosgra: 


“Everyone knows that dancing leads 
to sex - that’s why Christian 
Reformed people do it!” 


“I’m so going bald, it’s funny.” 


-Joel Harsevoort 


(The door knocks during a choir 
rehearsal) 


“Can you get that? I hope it’s drugs! 
. Oh, it is drugs! Heh heh heh.” 


-Dr. Teeuwsen 


“Why am I dripping?” 


-James Brink 


I’m sitting on a pizza box like a hobo 
gypsy. 


-Lindsay Adams 


Horrors 


My brain contracts 

And squeezes out 

Every bit of knowledge 
Every strand of information 
Until it is a small raisin 


Not good for much but chewing on. 


My hand continues to write, 
Despite the dried grape 
Resting on my neck, 

Despite the lack of impulses 
Flowing from my once 


Ripe brain. 
Lethargy takes over, 


All muscles cease to work. 
Functioning is no longer possible. 
So, I drop into a fitful sleep 

And have dreadful 

Guilt laden dreams 

Of failed exams 


And other student related 
Horrors. 


Bonnie Sutherland 


EDIT O BPA 
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A More Open Admissions Policy? 


Students say, “Don’t monkey around with our school’s policies!” 


HAYLEY ASNONG 

There has been much 
discussion in the halls lately 
about the new Open Admis- 
sions proposal made by the 
Admissions Policy Task Force. 
In general, the response has 
been mostly negative so far. The 
students are reluctant to agree 
to a proposal that would allow 
other species to be a part of our 
student body. 

One concerned on-cam- 
pus student, Jan Vandersma, 
noted, “If they're allowed to live 
in the dorms with us, it’s 
a complete invasion! I 
mean, I can see myself liv- 
ing with a cat or dog, even 
a small woodland rodent 

but what if they 
wanted to give me a llama 
or a mandrill as a room- 
mate, or some sort of 
marsupial? It’s just not 
right. They told us that we 
wouldn’t actually have to 
talk to or interact with any of 
the new species, but still ... I 
don’t want to have to adjust to 
their different feeding, mating, 
and sleeping patterns ... I can’t 
even imagine living with some- 
thing that’s nocturnal.” 

The Task Force, however, 
made it clear that the non-hu- 
man students registered at 
Redeemer would not be able to 
apply for on-campus housing. 
If they did live here, it would 
be in separate accommoda- 
tions, such as the porches, 
basements, and/or adjoining 
storage rooms that some of the 
dorms, such as #12, have. As 
much as possible, the school 
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stands by its decision to al- 
ways make use of existing 
space before endeavouring to 
build. 

However, the mating 
patterns of certain species have 
come into question, since most 
creatures are not monogamous 
and do not practice the insti- 
tution of marriage that 
Redeemer supports for its hu- 
man students and staff. The 
Admissions Department has 
been considering whether or 
not to limit acceptance to only 


those animals that demon- 


strate the tendency to mate for 
life, such as wolves and doves. 
Negotiations are still in 
progress for this aspect of the 
debate. 

Another concern is that 
the other species will try to re- 
main un-human, “They should 
only be able to attend this 
school if they are making hon- 
est efforts to conform to human 
ways,” said Sarah den Voogen, 
one student who is advocating 
against the policy changes. She 
continued, “If we aren’t strict 
about this, before we know it, 
our human students may ex- 
periment with other lifestyles, 


acting like they are not of our 
own species, and this is a very 


real danger. Most are strong ff 


enough to withstand the pres- 


sures, but the old, sick, and 


weak will be picked off first.” 

The Task Force also made 

it clear that none of the other 
species would be allowed to 
serve in a leadership position 
within the school. “For exam- 
ple, a pot-bellied pig would not 
share the same moral convic- 
tions and values that we as 
humans would consider basic 
common knowledge,” said one 
representative of the 
Task Force. He went on 
to say that “smaller 
clubs or groups for these 
species would probably 
not be allowed either, 
unless it is a support 
, group for those who are 
pursuing a human life- 
style choice.” 
A final worry is that 
some other creatures 
may take offence to the way 
that we, as humans, live. If, for 
example, a Cornish hen were to 
see us eating chicken at com- 
munal, would this 
unnecessary problems? It 
would be easier to just avoid 
such confrontations, 

At this point, it doesn’t 
seem that the Board has given 
the students enough reason to 
support the proposed changes 
that would allow other species 
to attend Redeemer University 
College. More forums are 
planned for the summer 
months, when the likelihood of 
student attendance is small, 
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This is the masthead of The Clown. If you desire real publication information, we suggest 
you stand on your head and read the paper back to front. Go ahead. Everyone else does. 
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The opinions and photographs expressed in The Clown do not reflect any standard of 
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for too long. 
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Dear Editor, 


As I was sitting in one of our numerous Religion classes, my inner ellipsoid created a vacuum 
as the gastric juices dissolved the last morsel of food indicating that I was in need of replenish- 
ment. Unable to ignore the eager calls of hunger, I embraced them with thoughts of food while, at 
the same time, I tried to absorb the oodles of knowledge from the instructor. This combination 
produced a quite interesting image. 

We, as Christians, are labelled in the Bible as the “Salt of the Earth.” Why is that? Is the 
earth one massive ball of edible matter that salt is needed to enhance the taste? That's ok, because 
God is the provider of this salt. Is this some sort of evil conspiracy to roast our feast of a planet 
through global warming and keep it freshly salted just so it doesn’t spoil? So the Devil, being as 
deviously sly as he is, decides he needs some real spice, so he comes up with a plan of infesting the 
world with a new and improved line of Pharisees and Rabbis. So now we have Parsley and 
Pepper (Red and Cayenne). Then as the salt is formed over the earth, the Devil uses the unique 
absorbent tendency of the salt to change them into different spices like Oregano, Basil, Chives, 
Ginger, Mint, Nutmeg, Rosemary, Saffron, Sage, Sesame Seed and Thyme. Then, being evil, the 
Devil exasperatingly realizes the impossibility of creating something from nothing. Only God 
can. In his fit of frustration, the Devil corrupts the different spices to more lethal spices like Garlic, 
Chilli Powder, Horseradish, Mace, Onion Powder, Cream of Tartar, and Curry. Then the Devil 
puts so much more corruption into the mix like Ketchup, Mustard, Mayonnaise, BBQ sauce, Hot 
Satice, Salad Dressings, and, of course, makes the whole world smell, taste and look so nasty that 
God has to come up with the Italians. So I urge all Christians to remain salty because it is only a 
matter of time before the Mafia makes it all into “One Mucho Big Spicy Meatball.” 


A Concerned Anti-Open Admissions Policy supporter. 
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JAMES BRINK, SPE- 
CIAL TO THE CLOWN 

To be, or not to be...or 
rather to go up and down, or 
not to go up and down. That is 
the question that confronted 
Redeemer students in last week 
Wednesday's open forum on 
whether to ratify the installa- 
tion of a set of stairs in the main 
foyer. 

The school administra- 
tion, along with members of the 
Student Senate, wished to can- 
vass student opinion on the 
split set of stairs. The debate 
was to focus mainly on 
whether the present north- 
south orientation is in fact the 
most effective and efficient 
placement of the carpeted ris- 
ers. Administration was 
considering the possibility of 
having the stairs face east to 
west to allow better access to 
the cafeteria wall, and the great 
outdoors opposite. 

Speaking of risers, Senate 
also wished to debate the dan- 
gers of having open spaces 
between the stairs. Apparently, 
some students are frightened 
by the prospect of falling 
through. Also, some women 
expressed reservations about 
wearing skirts on open risers 
but refused to elaborate. The 
riser problem dominated most 
of the discussion. 

Those who attended the 
forum expressed anger at the 
school’s willingness to allow 
such dangerous construction. 
“Stay safe!” yelled one student. 
The comment is relevant, al- 
though the student was not 
actually attending the forum, 


Student Abhors a Vacuum 


JOSH MCDOUGALL- 
CRANSTON 


There are two words that 
strike fear into my heart - Re- 
deemer Vacuums. The mere 
mention of these words is liable 
to put me in a cold sweat. Is this 
an exaggeration? I, for one, 
learned never to underestimate 
the power of these suckers. | 
have learned many lessons 
through my time spent vacu- 
uming my dorm. | almost 
believe that Redeemer should 
offer course credits for vacuum- 
ing (VAC 101) They would not 
need to employ a teacher be- 
cause the vacuums have the 
ability to humble and instruct 
through their performance and 
their character, Through RUC 
vacuums I have learned pa- 
tience and perseverance in the 
face of great adversity. 


My Story 

No matter how much | 
enjoy it, | choose not to procras- 
tinate any longer. My floor is 
speckled with little brown 
crumbs (which blend in quite 
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but saying good-bye to a friend 
as she walked by. 

President Cooper tried to 
allay fears by pointing to the 
fact that metal railings line 


~ 
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eager 


both sides of the stairs, “Great. 
Another way to get my cra- 
nium stuck,” groused a 
particularly large-headed 
specimen of the student body. 

Others complained that 
the President was not address- 
ing the real complaint, which 
was the space between the ris- 
ers. Other members of the 
administration quickly cor- 
rected this misconception, 
stating that problems were like 
balance sheets. As long as one 


nicely with the lush Redeemer 
carpet) and | decide to do some- 
thing about it. IT march 
downstairs and look headfirst 
into the closet; the sucking ma- 
chine assigned to dorm 8 looks 
back at me. | grab the 
vacuum handle and begin 
my ascent -CRASH! The 
metal stairway rail- 
ings take a hit from 

the vacuum hose 

that chose to sepa- 

rate itself from 

the rest of the 


unit. After 
that rela- 
tively mild 
scare, ! 
gather the 
hose to- 


gether and 
attempt to 
reattach 
it.naturally, 

it does 

not fix- 

ate without a fight. After 
dealing with the hose and 
unraveling and unraveling the 
power cord, | offer the vacuum 


has a zero sum at the bottom, 
no real problem exists. In this 
case, “the safety issue of the ris- 
ers is more than compensated 
for by the safety factor afforded 


by the dual railings.” 

Senate VP Rosalee Roth 
tried to guide the discussion 
back to the issue of staircase 
orientation. “As representa- 
tives of the student body, and 
guardians of student opinion, 
we feel that it would be, um, in 
the best interest of students to, 
shall we say, retain the present 
orientation of the stairs, since 
the students have, by long force 
of habit, ah, become accustomed 
to the present orientation and, 


electricity via the bathroom 
port; it quietly declines. | at- 
tempt the popular “wiggle the 
cord” method, to no avail. | 
push the power but- 
t re) n 
numerous 
times and 
receive no 
response, | 
turn the 
light on in 
the bath- 
t..0: Oi. 
hoping for 
some posi- 
tive energy, 
but no. [let 


out a 
muted 
grunt of 
agitation, 
to avoid 
any un- 


wanted 
attention 
from my 
dormmates, who surely would 
try to dissuade me from my 
noble quest. 429 seconds into 
my mission, and [ have lost my 
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as Student Senate, we wish to 
protect students from walking 
into the cafeteria wall,” she com- 
mented. 

By putting together the 


italicized words, The Crown 
has discovered that Rosalee 
was subliminally telling stu- 
dents to get in the habit of 
giving her expensive presents 
of non-genetically modified 
foods. 
Unfortu- 
nately, her ploy 
failed because of a 
particularly loud 
student, who com- 
plained about the 
stained carpeting 


patience. | unplug the vacuum 
and quickly deposit #8 into the 
closet where it belongs. I slam 
the door behind me —I am just 
a little bit angry — 
for another dorm, hoping 
against hope that I will find a 
vacuum that is just a little more 
capable. I have learned not to 
set my hopes too high when it 
comes to RUC suckers. 

About 320 seconds later | 
am in my dorm with a vacuum 
borrowed from a couple dorms 
down. Physically this new 
vacuum looks exactly the same 
as #8, but I know that it is re- 
spected more, due to the fact 
that the power cord is neatly 
attached, This is an encourage- 


as I set off 


ment to me. I plug in vacuum 
number two and it responds 
instantly, Smiling now, I at- 
tempted to vacuum but | 
cannot get the mouth of the 
vacuum to sit flat on the car- 
pet; the attachment is turned 
the wrong way. | try turning 
the attachment the right way 
with my hand, but evidently | 


do not possess the necessary 


orum Bor €dom 


on the risers. He claimed that 
the stains were caused by cof 
fee, and the reason that the 
stains existed was because the 
cafeteria insisted on putting 
the java into Styrofoam cups 
which as we all know, causes 
global warming. How it does 
so is a mystery, but scientists 
speculate it is a direct conse 
quence of their white colour 
The student suggested that 
students bring their own lid- 
ded cups, or, lif that proves 
impossible, that the cafeteria 
buy black Styrofoam 

Some of the more rebel- 
lious souls pointed out that the 
entire forum was a waste of 
time, because the stairs were 
constructed years ago “This is 
just another instance of the stu- 
dents being ‘consulted’ for a 
foregone conclusion,” said one 
She was instantly booed down 
by the members of the panel, 
and hauled off in a paddy 
wagon for identifying herself 
as a ‘soul.’ “It was apparent 
that the student in question 
was a Platonist and deserved 
her fate,” remarked Dr. Wolters 
after the forum. The 
which Wolters referred was 


‘fate’ to 


unclear, but it undoubtedly in- 
volved intensive worldview 
training in the structure and 
direction of stairwells 


brawn for such a task. I decide 


to apply some pressure from 
the top end in order to flatten 
the attachment to the carpet. 
SNAP! #2 begins to crack under 
the pressure. My shoulders be- 
gin to droop just a little but I 
decide not to give up. I have to 
rely on an unorthodox sidt- 
ways motion to vacuum the 
rest of my room, but I do man- 
age to finish the task. #2’s 
suction outdoes #8 once again. 
The suction is so great that | 
only need to go over the crumbs 
3 to 5 times before they disap- 
pear into the depository. 

[his was just one of my 
RUC vacuum horror stories. 
Despite all the difficulties [have 
encountered due to these inept 
machines, | don’t think I would 
replace them. Dealing with 
these devices builds character. 
Having to take 10 minutes out 
of your day to vacuum instead 
of 2 minutes causes one to de- 
velop patience. Watching the 
vacuum fall down the stairs 
after coming loose from the 


hose...priceless 


